
























HIPPO 2019  
Semifinal Round 

HIPPO 5/S1 Writing Test 
Time allowed: 45 minutes   

Candidate Number                                       Date of Birth

                                                                                   D       D        M       M      Y       Y        Y        Y

1. When in Rome, do as the Romans do. (Write	about	140	words.)	
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2. Complete the second sentence using the word given, so that it has a similar meaning to the 
first sentence. Write between three and eight words in each gap. 

1. Passengers can only board the plane when all bags have been checked. AFTER 
Only_________________________________________________________________________________ board the plane. 

2. There was so much concern about the situation that the police were called. SO 
The police were called, ________________________________________________________________________ there. 

3. A test was planned for the following Monday so I spent the weekend revising. GOING 
I spent the weekend revising because________________________________________________ the following Monday. 

4. As far as I know, no one’s talking behind your back. BEST 
To ____________________________________________________________________, no one’s talking behind your back. 

5. Henry and his father are very similar, aren’t they? AFTER 
Henry _____________________________________________________________________________________, doesn’t he? 

6. ’Does Tony follow current affairs closely?’ Asked Susie. INTEREST 
Susie asked me __________________________________________________________________________ current affairs. 

7. If the council stopped wasting money, more people might approve of them.  TO 
Were__________________________________________________________ money, more people might approve of them. 

8. A friend of mine has fixed our gate for us. HAD 
We__________________________________________________________________________________ by a friend of mine. 

9. We had to wait for two hours before they let us in. WAITING 
We ______________________________________________________________________________________ before they let us in. 

10. I didn’t have enough money so I didn’t go on holiday last summer. HAD 
If I___________________________________________________________________________ on holiday last summer. 

3. Decide if the sentences are correct or incorrect, cross out the incorrect part and write the 
correct version in the space provided. 

11. If we all club together, we should be able to get him a nice present. ___________________________________ 
12. I’ll give you the money, but you have to give me back in 20 days.    ___________________________________ 
13. I like to grind my own coffee because it tastes much better.            ___________________________________ 
14. That ugly new building is a real mark on the landscape.           ___________________________________ 
15. His last film was nowhere close as good as this one.             ___________________________________ 
16. It’s not very good behaviour to eat with your mouth open.           ___________________________________ 
17. It’s fruitless even trying to help him, I am afraid.             ___________________________________ 
18. Don’t be so senseless, don’t you see that he is pining for the fjords. ___________________________________ 
19. Fasten your seatbelt, because we are about to land.            ___________________________________ 
20. It’s such an ugly sculpture that it has no redeeming characteristics. __________________________________ 

4. Fill in the gaps to complete the sentences. Use one word for each gap. 

21. I am going to ____________________________ up on my German before I go on holiday there. 
22. You seem to have a lot of free time on your____________________________. 
23. I really think you should ____________________________ up a hobby. 
24. We are still try to ____________________________ together what went wrong. 
25. I’ll come ____________________________ to the point, you’re incompetent and… 
26. Did you plan to meet in Rome or it was just a ____________________________? 
27. It would have been a boring play____________________________ for the main actor, who was brilliant. 
28. I’ll have to meet you another day, because something has ____________________________ up. 
29. Jane always ____________________________ to her guns, when we have an argument. 
30. This area used to be very ____________________________ in tin and copper.


